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2011 Faculty and Staff Recognition Dinner Program
Pre-Dinner Music

Molly Kvam ‘11, Granite Falls,

Welcome

Jacqueline Johnson, chancellor

Recognition of Retirees
Joyce Amborn, executive office and administrative specialist,
		 Campus Police
Jim Anderson, operating engineer, Plant Services
Paul Keitzman, building and grounds worker, Plant Services
Ron Kubik ’00, office coordinator and senior communications technician,
		 Instructional and Media Technologies
Margaret Larson ’88, special events coordinator and
		 LaFave House manager, Conferences and Special Events
Neil Leroux, professor of communication, media, and rhetoric
Jenny Nellis, professor of studio art
Judy Van Eps, office support assistant, Division of the Humanities
Randy Wenz, delivery service driver, Plant Services

Presentation of Awards
Horace T. Morse-University of Minnesota Alumni Association Award
for Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate Education
		 Michelle Page, associate professor of education,
			 Division of Education
UMM Alumni Association Teaching Award
		 Jennifer Rothchild, associate professor of sociology,
			 Divison of the Social Sciences
Mary Martelle Memorial Awards
		 Jane Harstad, senior building and grounds worker, Plant Services
		 Remy Huerta ‘11, Aspen, Colorado
University of Minnesota, Morris Faculty Distinguished Research Award
		 Neil Leroux, professor of communication, media, and rhetoric,
			 Division of the Humanities
Outstanding Staff Awards
		 Pat Nelson, executive office and administrative specialist,
			 Division of Education, AFSCME
		 Lou Logan, principal student personnel worker, Financial Aid,
			 Civil Service
		 Marge Kleinhans, food services worker, Dining Services, Teamsters
Morris Academic Staff Award
		 Peter Bremer, assistant librarian, Rodney A. Briggs Library

Closing

Jacqueline Johnson, chancellor
Special thanks to the late John Stuart Ingle, professor emeritus of studio art,
for granting permission to reproduce a transparency of his painting,
Still Life with Overland Flyer, for use as a special retirement gift.

University of Minnesota, Morris Years of Service
40 years or over
James Togeas
Roger Boleman
Roland Guyotte
Harold Hinds, Jr.
Bonnie Tipcke
Thomas Turner
35–39 years
Mickey Rose
LuAine Logan
Robert Thompson
David Raths
Randall Wenz
Richard Busch
Gary Donovan
Diana George
Sara Haugen
Rosemarie Murphy
David Jones
Ronald Rosen
30–34 years
Nancy Helsper
Bonnie Gulbrandson
Richard Richards
Lowell Rasmussen
Jennifred Nellis
Margaret Larson
Pamela Gades
Katherine Benson
Kenneth Hodgson
Delores Rathke
Marie Hagen
Dale Michealson
Tap Payne
Jeanne Richards
Mark McCabe
Jane Kill
Michael Vangstad
Gail Boe
Madeline Maxeiner
Thomas Rach
David Aronson
25–29 years
Virginia Nohl
Carrie Grussing
Sharon Van Eps
James Cotter
Michael Korth
Jeri Squier
Robert Mahoney
Julie Hesse
Jayne Hacker
Thomas Bengston
Mark Fohl
Sandra Olson-Loy
William Eiler
Edith Borchardt
Pieranna Garavaso
Karen Ellis
Patricia Hein
William Hennen
Lois Kunde
Ronald Kubik
Catherine Halbe
Daniel Payne
Jackie Nohl
Kevin Flicker
Solomon Gashaw
Thomas Johnson
Michael O’Reilly

20–24 years
Loretta Leonard
Ann Vangstad
Patricia Nelson
Kay Storck
Lynn Halbakken
Cindy Poppe
Lyle Lundebrek
Nancy Erdahl
Mary Elizabeth Bezanson
Vicente Cabrera
Cynthia Rohloff
Janet Sauter
Judith Kuechle
Barbara Hesse
Michael Ray Miller
Nancy Volker
Douglas Williams
Dorothy De Jager
Mark Van Overbeke
Rosa Kill
Farah Gilanshah
Diana Schultz
Rita Bolluyt
Carol Ford
Mary Huebner
Nancy Carpenter
Christopher Cole
Joel Eisinger
Bart Finzel
Vicki Graham
Jeffrey Ratliff-Crain
Kim Schultz
Bobbi Charles
Diane Kill
Marilyn Gremmels
Shirley Miller
Irene Maloney
Clare Dingley
Mary Zosel
Sandra Zeltwanger
David Savela
Neil Leroux
Renee Schwagerl
Engin Sungur
Jody Huntley
Jennifer Lund
Jane Harstad
Stacey Aronson
Debbie Campbell
Margaret Kuchenreuther
Nicholas McPhee
Gwen Rudney
15–19 years
LeAnn Dean
Debra Mahoney
Aloys Seifermann
Carol Cook
Gordon McIntosh
Kristi Miller
Lee Varpness
James Hauglund
Diane Schmidgall
Mark Johnson
Ann Williams
Bradley Svea
Jill Beauregard
Keith Brugger
Deborah Henrichs
Michael Berlinger
Rebecca Webb
Dale Livingston
Darla Peterson
Melody Veenendaal
Jon Anderson
Pareena Lawrence
Wendy Melberg
Judy Korn
Ann Kolden
Michael Cihak
Sarah Mattson

Terri Hawkinson
Laura Thielke
Donna Chollett
Seung-Ho Joo
Jessica Larson
Leslie Meek
Peh Ng
Todd Moser
10–14 years
Jodi Holleman
Jenny Quam
David Fluegel
Barbara Burke
Paula O’Loughlin
Gail Hockert
Margaret Kleinhans
Timothy Poore
Todd Hickman
Richard Reimers
Tracey Anderson
David Mayo
Annette Helder
Bradley Gibson
Wendell Erdman
Judy Henrichs
Joan Michaelson
Alisande Allaben
Thomas Anderson
Judith Van Eps
Garrett Hoyer
Heather Pennie
Janet Schrunk Ericksen
Stephen Gross
Carol Ver Steeg
Anne Hansen
Sandra Kill
Wendy Evink
Mieka Hoffman
Sheila Windingstad
Angela Anderson
Stephen Burks
Michelle Hickman
Julie Kill
David Roberts
James Wojtaszek
Corrine Larson
Carol Backman
Janell Kolden
Sharon Bentzin
Jeremiah Kill
Cyrus Bina
Sarah Buchanan
Julia Dabbs
Jennifer Zych Herrmann
Argie Manolis
Barry McQuarrie
Paul Myers
Michelle Page
Ray Schultz
Timothy Soderberg
Laura Burks
Jana Koehler
Liz Spohr
Sharon Severance
Janice Raths
Thomas Gausman
Jodi Sperr
Phillip Hengemuhle
Michael White
Jessica Beyer
Bryan Herrmann
Raymond Bowman
Henry Fulda
Siobhan Bremer
Arne Kildegaard
Theresa Otten
Peter Wyckoff
Timna Wyckoff
Jan Jallo

Recognition Dinner
April 28, 2011

University of Minnesota, Morris Honored Retirees
Joyce Amborn, executive office and administrative specialist in the Campus Police
office, retired in January 2011 in time to unite with her husband in retirement and
begin a tradition of spending winters in Florida. She joined the department in
1986. Amborn witnessed the growth of technology in law enforcement, starting
with no computers and adapting to today’s high tech environment. She and
her husband plan to enjoy lots of fishing during the summers. Two children and
five grandchildren keep them busy year around. She greatly misses all of her
colleagues and friends at the University. Amborn is an Outstanding Support Staff
Award recipient.
Jim Anderson, operating engineer, served 17 years in the maintenance and
operations department in the Heating Plant, home to all the boilers and HVAC
units and the division that provides and maintains electrical, plumbing, heating,
and cooling for the campus. After 12 years as an elementary school custodian,
Anderson decided he would go directly to college and joined Plant Services in
1993. Out of three major jobs in his life, he considers his time at the University
the best job he ever had. Anderson retired in August 2010. He spends his time
“monkeying around” and thinks that if he ever does return to work it should be
in a high school. Anderson enjoys not getting up early every morning but misses
everyone on campus. Anderson is an Outstanding Support Staff Award recipient.
Paul Keitzman, building and grounds worker, started his campus employment as a
weekend security guard in 1988. For five years, he also served as a janitor in Food
Service, working the 3 until 8 a.m. shift, before becoming a full time employee in
1998. Throughout the years, he has been responsible for the PE Center, the
Multi-Ethnic Resource Center, Education, Camden Hall, and Humanities. He
especially enjoyed Camden Hall, “a nice old building,” for its history and
Humanities for the opportunity to care for the plants, a task he enjoyed and
continues to miss. But he didn’t miss clearing snow this winter, and he’s confident
that he won’t miss cottonwood “fluff” this summer and leaves next fall. Keitzman,
who retired in December 2010, says every day feels like Saturday. He continues to
manage a 36-unit apartment in Morris, but coffee breaks without campus friends
are not quite the same. He says, “I was really fortunate to have a job
at the University. I worked with a lot of good people.”
Ron Kubik ’00, office coordinator and senior communications technician in
Instructional and Media Technologies, considers his January 2012 retirement a
right of passage. He has no intention of slowing down, just embracing change.
Kubik has served for nearly 24 years, as student and staff. An English and art
history graduate, he began as a student technician. His first encounter with the
department occurred in the corridor of the then Audio-Visual Department. He
noticed a frazzled worker struggling with her computer and helped solve the
problem. Roger Boleman, director, heard of the incident and offered Kubik a job.
Kubik is proud of his contributions to campus social and service activities. He
helped organize E-Quality and worked with the Queer Issues Committee. Kubik
helped unionize the technical staff and considers AFSCME a “solid community of
help.” He was involved in negotiating six contracts. He will miss supervising 12–14
students each day, plus working with others. Students have been important in his
work, “co-workers engaged in mutual learning,” a source of intellectual and social
engagement. One of his proudest technician moments came when Symphonic
Winds required special electronics for a concert, which Kubik and student Aaron
Booth designed. Kubik will spend March 2012 camping and backpacking in Hawaii.
When he returns, he will continue to be involved in causes fundamental to his
life. He will miss the campus family. He will also work on his art and writing. He’s
counting on Fate to say, “Ron, you need to be doing this.” The advantage of doing
it in Morris is that he knows where to find the answers. Kubik is a Mary Martelle
Award and Outstanding Support Staff Award recipient.

Margaret Larson ’88, special events coordinator and LaFave House manager, began
service in 1968 as library office manager. After an absence from 1972 until 1978,
she began working in interlibrary loans. She worked in every area: acquisitions,
circulations, government documents, reference. In 1988, she was asked to serve
as system administrator for the newly automated library. She recalls, “We had
a blast. We had elaborate potlucks for our many students. My favorite part was
that day in and day out we witnessed people’s lives changing.” Mirroring library
work—organization and hospitality—she and Ardath Larson, librarian, also ran a
catering business. In 1997, Dave Johnson, then chancellor, asked Larson to assume
special event responsibility at 12-percent time, which increased each year. In 1999,
she became full-time coordinator and LaFave House manager. Appointed by Sam
Schuman, then chancellor, she supported the task force that determined LaFave
House’s mission and built community support. She served on the renovation
committees, inaugurated campus and community use, and helped start the Friends
of LaFave House with Nancy Schuman. More than 25,000 guests have attended
meetings, dignitary gatherings, galas, donor events, weddings, showers, funerals,
graduation parties, and other LaFave House events. Says Larson, “I served as a
campus ambassador. I had the opportunity to get to know the LaFave family. No
two days were the same. No two events were the same.” Larson coordinated two
inaugurations, Honors and Awards, Recognition Dinners, regents meetings, and
Commencement, of which 2011 is “lucky 13.” She says, “Big or small, each event
allowed me to make people feel special. I’ve met interesting people from all over
the world. I’ve witnessed joy, sorrow, and laughter. It has been an honor.” Larson is a
Mary Martelle Award and Outstanding Support Staff Award recipient.
Neil Leroux, professor of communication, media, and rhetoric, began a new
career at Morris in 1990 after serving nine years as a forest ranger and five years
as a pastor. While distinctly different, the three positions share characteristics
that he loves—personal interaction with others; diverse responsibilities; and an
opportunity to employ rhetoric in its most positive sense. Leroux’s research area
since graduate school has been the rhetoric of Martin Luther (1483–1546). He is the
2011 recipient of the University of Minnesota, Morris Faculty Distinguished Research
Award. He has written two books, Martin Luther as Comforter: Writings on Death
and Luther’s Rhetoric: Strategies and Style from the Invocavit Sermons, as well as
numerous journal articles and book chapters. While Leroux knows that he will miss
the excitement of “starting and ending courses,” his research will continue into
retirement, and he’ll also be “ramping up volunteer work at church,” gardening,
and, if it hasn’t been too long, hunting and fishing after many years away from those
activities. Leroux holds a doctorate and master of speech from the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign; a master of divinity from Lincoln Christian Seminary; and
a bachelor of science in forestry from the University of Minnesota, St. Paul.
Jenny Nellis, professor of studio art, will miss the distinct aroma of ceramic and
sculpture studios when she retires in December 2011, having achieved her goal of
teaching, rather than administration, at retirement time. In 1977, she was appointed
to a one-quarter, part-time position. She was asked back on the same terms, but
applied and was hired when the position became tenure track. Becoming studio
art coordinator was Nellis’s first foray into administration. She served as assistant
academic dean for students from 1998 to 2000. Becoming Division of the Humanities
chair in 2000 and serving for the next eight years made her the first woman chair
on campus. Her campus service included faculty mentor and committee work, from
search to all-University committees. But her love is working with students. She says
that studio art, a small discipline, focuses on creating a firm foundation for majors
and minors and provides coursework for nonmajors, sometimes the best students.
Nellis enjoys this irony because nonmajors in diverse fields spread this training into
the world in interesting ways. She has taught drawing, sculpture, ceramics, media

studies, and basic studio discussion. In sculpture, she designs projects to help
students identify what they excelled at, develop those strengths, and find their
own paths. She asks them to look at things in their lives and environments and
approach them in terms of design, functionality, and aesthetics. The payoff is
former students using finely tuned observation powers in all walks of life. Her
goal was never only to produce artists, critics, or craftspeople, but to focus on the
arts’ impact on lives and careers. Nellis will remain in Morris, working in her home
studio. Her focus will shift from teacher to working artist, renewing a Women’s Art
Registry of Minnesota connection, mentoring artists, exhibiting work, traveling,
and gardening. A recipient of the Horace T. Morse Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Undergraduate Education, Nellis holds a University of Iowa
master of fine arts.
Judy Van Eps, office support assistant, found herself a student of sorts when
she began working for the Division of the Humanities in 1998. By working
in the music department, she absorbed the melodies around her, sounds of
instruments and voices. “I had no previous music experience,” she remembers,
“but I learned to love it. I loved the music, and students, and rehearsals, and
lessons. It was a wonderful learning experience.” Van Eps created concert and
recital programs, ordered music, and paid expenses, including special events
like tours and trips. The last few years, Van Eps has worked in the division office
serving as receptionist, facilitating book orders, inventorying computers, and
handling deposits. In addition, she has served part-time commitments in the
Dean’s Office and Plant Services and as secretary for the Faculty Affairs and
Curriculum Committees, allowing her to get to know people throughout the
campus. She’s also currently serving as USA Committee vice president. “I’ve
really enjoyed my job, especially working with the students. I know I will miss the
people—faculty, students, and co-workers. I’ve made a lot of lasting friendships.
Retiring is bittersweet. It will be fun not to go to work every day, but I know I will
miss it, too.” After retiring on her birthday, January 11, 2012, Van Eps will continue
her work as a group home counselor. She’s also considering another learning
opportunity—returning to school for an accounting degree. “I’ve always liked
numbers,” she says with a smile, “They don’t change.”
Randy Wenz, delivery service driver, has enjoyed the diversity of responsibilities
entrusted to him throughout his career. He started at Morris as a supply room
store clerk, then worked in vending as a mechanic and then manager, then as an
auto mechanic. His current position’s duties include driving snowplow, charged
with streets and lots, signs, freight, refuse and recycling, office moving, and
inventory, ordering, and distributing softener salt. “One day is never the same as
the next,” says Wenz. “I’ve really enjoyed my job and my time at ‘my’ University.”
Wenz is the only person from the grounds crew to retire in the last 30 years. In
retirement, he’ll miss the many friends and people at the University…and taking
coffee breaks on company time, he says with a smile. Wenz lives on a hobby farm
outside of Morris, and after retirement in January 2012, he plans to spend more
time “tinkering” in his shop and driving his Gold Wing. An avid motorcyclist, he
and his wife, Marian, will continue their 26-year tradition of touring to Seattle
every summer to visit family. Retirement may be a change in his life, but he’ll
approach it just like work: “Get in the groove and just keep going.” Wenz is a
1965 graduate of Alexandria Technical School.

